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TO THE 
GOVERNORS OF THE LUNATIC ASYLUM, 
Ar YORK, 


THIS SERMON, 

PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 
AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THAT | 
CHARITY, | 1 

18, WITH GREAT RESPECT, INSCRIBED, 3 
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BY THEIR MOST OBEDIENT 


HUMBLE SERVANT, © + | 


RICHARD TILLARD. | 
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%% The Voxk LunaTic ASYLUM was erected 
with a view to diſcourage the lower kind of private 
Mad- houſes. It is confined to no diſtrict, but ex- 
tends its Benevolence to the poor and indigent in 
every quarter of his Majeſty's dominions. The 
preſent expence to each patient is Eight Shillings 
per week, which includes Diet, Waſhing, Lodging, 
and Medicines ; but as ſoon as a fund can be raiſed. 


by the Liberality of the Public, the payment will 
be lowered, 


Dial are received at the York Banks ; and 
all letters concerning the buſineſs of the Aſylum are 


requeſted to be addreſſed to A. FR" Phyſician, 
in York, 
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this Chapter has given us, in language the 
moſt ſimple and moſt ſublime, an accbunt 
of the Creation, when it pleaſed the Almighty to 

reduce the World which we inhabit from a ſtate 

of Confuſion to Beauty, Harmony, and Order. The 
Earth was without form and void; and darkneſs was 

upon the face.of the deep. God ſaid, Let there be 
Light, and there was Light.) Thus ſprang up, a8 
the firſt- born of Creation, that Element: hichi gives 
life and vigour to all the veſt Mhich diſffuſes i- 
vacity, chtarfulneſb, and pleaſurel over erer thing 
around us. Soon after this we find the Waters, in 
obedience t the ſame command, retiring to :the 
| N for them; and ſuſfering the idr 

5a : B k Land 


„. 
Land to appear, which immediately, upon the 
iſſuing of the Almighty Fiat, was cloathed with a 
beautiful verdure, and produced every herb bear- 


ing ſeed, and every tree bearing fruit after their 


kind, which were to be for food, for medicine, 
for various ſervice to the Earth's future inhabitants, 
When the Earth was fitted for the reception of 
living creatures, the Word of God called them into 
Being. From the Monſters of the deep to the 
ſmalleſt Inſect which the Waters produce, from the 
ſavage Tyrants of the deſert to the minuteſt Reps 


tile which creeps upon the Earth, he ſpakey the 


word and they were created. 


Thus far all was ian but ſtill one thing ſeemed 
wanting to compleat the whole; a Creature endowed 
with Reaſon and Intelligence, enabled to contem- 
plate and admire the works of the Almighty, to 
diſcern his wiſdom in the contrivance, and his 
power in the execution of them; to adore his be- 
neficence for having beſtowed upon him fo beautiful 
an habitation, and given him ſuch exalted faculties; 


and who, by thoſe . faculties, | approaching nearer 
than any other Being to the Divine Nature, and 
having dominion and power over the. earth and all 
| ets the 


11 
the inferior creatures, might render them ſubſer- 
vient to his benefit and. advantage. This too, we 
find, was in the ceuneils of the Almighty that ſuch 
a Being ſhould be formed ; and to finiſh the great 
work of the Creation, Man aroſe. God created 
him in his own Image, in the Image of God created 
he him, and gave him authority to ſubdue; the 
Eafth, and have dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and over the Fowls of the Air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the Earth. This 
was the great charter given to this diſtinguiſhed 
Creature, and the means to render it effectual were 
his Reaſon and Intelligence, and his faculty of 
Speech, which renders him capable of communi- 
_ cating his thoughts, of forming ſociety, and uniting 
the whole power of his ſpecies to obtain and ex- 
erciſe that eee ger rr by 
_— Creator. e 
F. 1 73 5 2 | 
1 wn e thisidea a lirde- mad e 
we ſhall find ſtill more abundant cauſe to be ſatisfied 
of the truth of the aſſertion, That it is Reaſon alone 
which gives us the Superiority; and we:ſhall like- 
wiſe diſcover how great, how invaluable# how glo- 
rious are eee 8 from this moſt 
a N erer 
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excellent gift of the Almighty. When we eontem- 
plate the inferior creatures how many of them ex- 
cel us in ſtrength, and would, with eaſe, be capa- 
ble of deſtroying us; how many more ſurpaſs us in 
ſwiftneſs, and would be able to elude our moſt 
eager purſuit? But Reaſon and Intelligence teach 
us how to defend ourſelves againſt the one, and in- 
ſtruct us in the means of taking the other. It is 
Intelligence which enables us to lead the Lion eap- 
tive, to reclaim the Elephant, to ſubdue the Horſe, 
and make him obedient to our pleaſure, and condu- 
cive to our advantage. It is Intelligence alone which 
renders the ſuperior ſwiftneſs of others fruitleſs and 


unavailing in their attempts to efcape from us. It 


is ſuperior Intelligence alone which enables us to 
train inferior creatures to our ſervice, and to make 
their natural inſtinct and ſagacity beneficial to us 
in deſtroying ſuch as are noxious to Man, or in 
guarding, preſerving, and guiding ſuch as are ren- 
dered domeſtic, and are more nies own 
1 him. 7 116 


we + 143 


Theſe" are ſome of che eta Goes de- 
rive from Reaſon and Intelligence; but we ſhall find 
others riſing much higher in the ſcale, if we com» 
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Re. pare our knowledge with that of other creatures; 

All their knowledge, and all their deſires ate con- 

fined to the preſervation of the individual, and the 

continuation of the ſpecies, and in this they are 

guided by an uniform and unalterable inſtinct, to- 

tally incapable of any further improvement; and in 

ſuch a power the wiſdom of the - Creator is emi- 
0 i niently conſpicuous. As they wete intended to be 
confined to peculiar countries and elimates, they are 
univerſally directed to the uſe of the fame materials, 
and to employ them in the-ſame manner in the-diſpo+ 
ſition or the conſtruction of their habitations; whilſt 
Man, deſtined to inhabit every various region. of the 
earth, has. Intelligence given him to diſtinguiſh in 
purpoſe, and to adapt them in the beſt manner, to 
ayoid the difficulties, and to attain the conveniences 
of the. ſeveral regions and climates ig which! he 

dwells... | > 7k 310k 24441454; ail, Dion aw igel CU 
| 11467. ine e 1409912036 Dan, MUS ui Fr 3, 

x Another advantage which ariſes from our R 

when aſſiſted by Language, is our Capacity of form- 
ing Society, in which the united effortü of many 
— conquer difficulties otherwiſe unſurmountable, and 
furniſh advantages unattainable in a ſeparate ſtate, 
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We find where men have not yet fotmed themſelves 
into Societies, or where Society is yet but in 4-very 
imperfect ſtate, that the face of the country is rude 
and uncultivated, covered with dark and impene- 
trable foreſts, with unwholeſome ſwamps, and im- 
paſſable moraſſes; where Society is further advanced 
we ſee the earth, ſubdued by the joint induſtry of 
men, aſſume a pleaſing and enlivening verdure ; 
thoſe unwholeſome ſwamps turned into, (beautiful 
meadows, and the moraſſes, drained by their united 


powers, converted into dry land, © covered over 
with Corn, they ſhout for Joy, they alſo ſing.“ 


Upon Reaſon and Intelligence depend not only 
all thoſe arts which are neceſſary to the comfort and 
convenience of life, but all the finer and imitative 
arts which contribute to the pleaſure, to the em- 
belliſhment of it. Here, were we to ſtop and riſe 
no higher, we ſhould have abundant Reaſon to be 
grateful to our kind and beneficent Creator ; but 
when we conſider further the much greater pleaſure 
and happineſs we derive from intellectual purſuits, 
from the inveſtigation of Nature nearly. to her in« 
moſt receſſes, the advantages we draw from the 

* Pſalm lxv. 13. | 
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many wonderful diſcoveries which Philoſophy bas 
made in the properties of the various elements of 
that world which we inhabit, by which means the 
very elements themſelves become in a great meaſure 
the ſervants of man, and promote his intereſt, his 
health, and pleaſure: When we conſider further 
that our reſearches are not limited by our own world, 
but that we are capable of launching beyond it into 
the boundleſs ocean of ſpace, and there diſcovering, 
if not in a manner capable of abſolute demonſtration, 
Fob by highly probable reaſoning from —— 


and inhabited likewiſe by intelligent Beings, what 
a noble, what a ſublime idea does it give us of the 
capacity of the human mind, and of the goodneſs 


of that great Being who has honoutes nant _ 
ſuch exalted fagulties! | UB! 55 1 Tz | 


4 But howenar noble, OE ablime theſe ih - 
tellectual pleaſures are, yet they are of an inferior 
conſideration, far leſs conducive to our real hap 


| pineſs and welfare than ſome other advantages which 
we derive from our Reaſon and Intelligence. It is 


this only which makes us capable of permanent So- 
ciety, and of improving all the benefits reſulting 
571 | 74 | N | from f 
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from it. In the inferior creatures in general we ſee 
that appetite alone unites them, that the parental 
affection continues no longer than the abſolute ne- 
ceſſities of the offspring require it; that of other 
relations and connections they have no knowledge ; 
but the ſuperior Intelligence of Man gives him abi- 
lity to diſcern, and inclination IT the advan» 
tages ariſing Row e e m R 1 1 35 

From this nde flow all thoſe agrecable . 
which we find in entertaining and improving con- 


verſation, and the mutual communicati 0 our — 


ideas and ſentiments. From this ſource flows the 


pleaſing intercourſe of a reciprocal exchange of be- 


nefits and favours. To this we are indebted fot 
the more exalted pleaſures reſulting from a fincere 
and cordial friendſhip. On this principle ate 
founded the higher and more refined endearments 
of the nearer connections of life, the parents in 
fondneſs gazing with | inexprefible delight on the 
lovely and promiſing plants which they have reared; 
and the children, in return, looking up with Sade 
ful affection to thoſe from whom they derive their 
Being. On this foundation alone can be fixed that 
pure, true, and genuine affection which enndbles 
IO. and 


[wy 1 


from which ſprings the gieateſt huppltieſs of life... 


oy Ba Fans us ele e te dipl l | 
periveity of Man ovet othet'creaturds, u ſuperiotity'of 
Excellence as well as Dominion, let usiconfidet that - 
he is the only creature we know of that is capable of 
forming a reflex judgement upon his actions, and de- 
termining cbncerning the moral gvod unde ilof thlem. 
It is this which conſtitutes him an ecuntable Be: 
| ing; ; it is this which enables him to form laws und 
regulations for the governtnent of 'Sottety; and the 


better attainment of all the advantages bf 48; tows 
ſtrain thoſe who; neglecting or deſpiſtug che adino- 


nitions of Reafon, would injure theit Fellow-orou- 8 
way t their tives.” It is Reba 3 


tures, eicher by te) priving them of their 
'or, to gratify their malice und reveiibe 


lead us to that prinelple which is the fmdatzem Uf 
all Juſtice, - that we ought not t6 do ts Gere hat 
we are net willin ig thby ibo to date Ye, tart! o 
| - - »lpniqqadlbotlags../ 


Thus er we 1 gradually aſcended in the ſcale 


nf thoſe. advanta tages ya we derive from Reaſon 
xy x Intelligence; but e ROI — 
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tant of all remains as yet unmentioned, That Rea- 
ſon and Intelligence conſtitute Man a religious Be- 
ing. By theſe he is enabled to diſcover the exiſtence 
of God, in ſome meaſure to trace his attributes and 


perfections, to diſcern the relations in which he 


ſtands to him and the duties ariſing from them. 
How great, how invaluable, how glorious is this 
privilege ! To be able to extend our Thoughts not 


only beyond the narrow limits of our owt world to 


other ſyſtems and ſuperior orders of Beings, but to 


riſe in contemplation to the great Author of all 


things, to be capable of diſcerning his wiſdom in 
the deſigning, his power in the execution of them, 


and his goodneſs to the. Sons of Men in giving them | 


ſo diſtinguiſhed a rank in the creation, and conſti- 
tuting them Lords of this lower world; and, to 


crown the whole, Reaſon diſcovers to us, though, 


bleſſed be God for it, Revelation does it in a much 


| ſtronger and fuller manner, that the narrow circle 


of this life will not terminate our Being. but that 
we ſhall riſe to ſtill higher perfection and to more 
n n. 


What . more exalted 0 will conſiſt of 


is no where expreſaly declared to us; but if we may 


* 


J 
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be allowed with humility to conjecture concerning 


it, it appears not imptobable that it may in a great 

meaſure conſiſt in ſuch an enlargement of our Rea- 

ſon and Intelligence, as ſhall enable us to diſcover 
more fully the ſeveral relations of things, and the 
connections and mutual dependencies. of the ſeveral 
orders of Beings, by which we may the more clearly 
diſcern the wiſdom” and goodneſs: of God in all his 
diſpenſations; our kind congratulatione with his crea- 
tures will be improved, and our devout: affections 
towards God mote highly exalted 3 the recueude 
of our own: minds will be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that 

ve ſhall feel a petfect complacency with the divine 
| will, and an uniform deſire of obedience to it. 

Happy would it be for us if ſuch were always our 
conduct, if the unerring voice of; Realon were al- 
ways attended to, and her dictates univerſally obeyed; 
| the ſad: reverſe of this is too fre- 


1 20 J 

loſs of it; but I mean ſimply to conſider them with 
reſpect to the uneaſineſs they octaion to- . n 

Tome to their influence. | Kinds 511 crt 


When Ambleics: nn over the nd. what 
vexation, what reſtleſs turbulence does it infuſe into 
the boſom poſſeſſed by it! Ever diſſatisfied, ever un- 
eaſy till he has attained the ſummit of his withes, 
the Ambitious Man makes no ſeruple of ſacrificing 
the happineſs and lives of thouſands to his inordi- 
dinate love of Power. When Avarice is the pre- 
vailing paſſion of the ſoul, how does it ſtifle every 
pleaſing ſenſation, every kind impreſſion, every ten- 
der emotion! Ever tormented by carping care, ever 
pining with the anxious fear of want, the Miſer lives 
neglected, hated, and deſpiſed, and dies unpitied. 
When the love of Pleaſure is predominant, what is 
the condition of its unhappy votary ? . Panting with 
eaper deſire for the attainment of it, he is perpetually 
purſuing a phantom which does and will for ever 
elude his graſp ; or if for a ſhort time he pollefſes 
what he falſely thinks and calls Pleaſure, the poſ- 
ſeſſion is conſtantly ſucceeded: by Ki 0h Say, 
and 9 0 3117 


To 
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very probably o 


14 
To the cool, ſober, and diſpaffionate eye of im 


Partial Reaſon, the Ambitious Man on bis throne, 
the Miſer in the Policſſion of the moſt un d 
wealth, and the Man of Pleaſure in the higheſt en- 
Joyment of gaiety and diflipation, are alike unfortu- 
dal aud pitiable objects ; but if theſe partial de. 


of this faculty, which is the glory of Man? That 
i life in this forlorn 

and there is too 
much reaſon to believe that the diſorder af late 
and ſtill is increaſing. The natura 
alady, in what manner it is pro- 


duk may. not very 
Amproperly be Moral cauſes of It ; and which. | 
eee I hall mention: 6 558, and deve you to 
nis | C 3 N : take 
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fake as they very juſtly deſerve, into your moſt ſe- 
rious conſideration. The one is the voluntary and 
unreſtrained indulgence of any particular paſſion, 
eſpecially of Pride, Ambition, or Revenge: The 
other is one perpetnal round of Pleaſure and Diffipa- 
tion. Some may perhaps ridicule this thought, 
others may poſſibly be alarmed at it. The latter, 
however, may derive comfort from the reflection, 
that the prevention of the calamity from this cauſe 
is caſy, and abſolutely in their own power; with 
reſpe& to the former, I would wiſh them ſeriouſly 
to conſider that various diſorders, which take their 
riſe from a perpetual hurry and violent agitation of 
the ſpirits, and a want of that reſt and compoſure 
ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary to the renovation of fa- 
tigued and exhauſted nature, ſometimes, and per- 
haps not ſeldom, terminate in the total loſs of Rea- 
ſon. To this cauſe may likewiſe be ſubjoined In- 
temperance, which occaſions an unnatural flow and 
elevation of the ſpirits, which are conſtantly ſuc- 
ceeded by a proportionate' depreſſion of them, and 
ſuch unſeaſonably vehement impreflions muſt harraſs 
the human ſyſtem, and produce the moſt pernicious 
conſequences ;'nor is it at all to be wondered at, 
that ſhort reprated-fits of 1 for ſuch: Intem- 

perance 
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.perance may be juſtly called, ſhould at. laſt K Gay in 


the final ſubverſion of Reaſon. 


* 


77 


Let then the Gay, 1 Dimpated, the Liens 


n for an inſtant in his wild career, and conlider ' 
whether he would wiſh, if ever he ſhould, recover 
from it, ta feel the unhappy refleRion that he had 
| brought ſuch a misfortune. upon himſelf; or, if be 


ſhould never recover, to give his friends the heart- 


rending thought that a malady, the moſt dreadful 
to which human nature is expoſed, Was the conſe- 
quence of his own We W , Pas 


F. 14 


That chis diſorder is a moſt 7 of all wit 


fortunes, a moment's reflection is ſufficient to decide. 


In all other caſes Reaſon enables us to exert endea- 


vours for our relief, or, with fortitude and patience,” 


to ſupport ourſelves under unavoidable calamity. ; 
but how miſerable is that condition When our only 


| ſupport is taken from us, when that which conſti- 


tutes us Men is loſt, when the divine Image is wholly 


K obliterated i in us, and we are e even below the 
inferior creatures! | f | rk, 
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Contetwplite the unhappy Maniac, deprived of 
the poſſibility of performing a ſingle act for the be- 
nefit of himſelf or of his family, entirely excluded 
from all the comforts of ſociety; worſe than dead, 


for to all the putpoſes of life he is dead though 


living, a perpetual monument of woe to his ite 
friends; not only loſt to all ſociety, but ſometimes 
dangerous to it, he becomes a fear to his arquain- 
tance, and they that ſee him without flee from him; 


or, with reſpect to himſelf, perhaps in a ſtill more 


deplorable ſituation, ſunk in filent gloomy deſpon- 
dency, without one ray of comfort to chear or en- 
liven his benighted ſoul; or, if perchance a ſolitary 
gleam ſhould break in upon him, turning away from 
and endeavouring to exclude it. | 


1 fee you are affected by the thought, how much 
more would you be ſo by the fight of the poor pitiable 


object! Whit would you do, or rather what would 
you not do to rerovet him from his forlorn and loſt 
_ condition, to reftore'ts an afflicted Wife, a beloved 
and affetionate Huſband; to his in part Orphan 


Children, a tender Parent, the faithful guardian of 
their helpleſs youth; to his ſorrowing Friends, an 


|; agreeable and ſocial Companion; * to Society, an 


uſeful 


e 
uſeful Member ! I know you would only want an 
opportunity to be preſented to you, and you would 
eagerly embrace it. In the humane and benevolent 
inſtitution which is the occaſion of our preſent 
meeting, behold that opportunity is offered to you. 
Arguments, I am ſure, you can want none to inforce 


Þ | it, I will therefore uſe none. I will only ſuggeſt 
one fingle thought which muſt afford you the higheſt 
Satisfaction. 


You have all lately as Chriſtians, and T hope with 
as ſincere and genuine piety, commemorated the ſuffer- 


gratitude and love, I hope and truſt, you have com- 


memorated them; behold then a glorious oppor- 


tunity of expreſſing that gratitude of ſhewing forth 
that love, and in fome meaſure, with reverence I 
| ſpeak it, of returning the debt; for our bleſſed 
A Lord tells us, that at the laſt Day he will accept of 
our Benevolence as done unto himſelf, *© Inaſmuch 
* as ye have done good to one of the leaſt of theſe 
% my Brethren, ye have done it unto me.“. 


: 3 


| | | * Matthew xxv. 40. = 


ings of your crucified Saviour; with hearts full of 
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